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A mountain needs the green and an infant needs a discipline

Rotary International District 2750
2009-10 Governor Kuniaki KUNI

This is my theme of this year. I often speak it, but this is my first time to write it. The Rotary year starts from July 1st and past Governors
expressed the theme at the top of the first Governor’s Monthly Letter, but I took leave not to do it. But as time went by, some of past
Governors told me that why I didn’t express the theme, it felt anxious without expressing the theme and what I thought of the theme.
And then I belatedly make the title of this November Governor’s Monthly Letter as my theme.

Is it strange? When I was a 2001-02 President of Rotary Club, my theme was ‘Let’s enjoy Rotary’. I was puzzled what the theme was
and when I drunk with Rotarians together, I made the theme as ‘Let’s enjoy Rotary.” When I told them that we enjoy the Rotary in short,
somebody said to me “That is it! That is it! It’s your theme”

At that time I had any opposition to it a little, but I had something for it in my mind. So I felt I played the rotary naturally not to make
a theme. Is it strange to everybody, isn’ it.

During last world war or a little bit before it, let’s go back to my infancy. I did not understand it in detail when I was young. But I felt
that all of Japanese were getting so mad and coming to a head at that time. When I was a freshman in junior high school, ‘break the life
line, cruel America and England’, ‘beat and quit’ and the Japan-China Incident broke out and the Pacific war started. So Nanjing was
occupied and Japanese lantern parade came to my house as a huge wave.As my father was a Japanese Navy and was always in his place
of work or in the front, I was accepted the Banzai (Cheer) at the front door. I did not understand at that time that we made a battle that
would be lost. Whether there was somebody in Japan and the Navy who knew the differences of production capacity between the States
and Japan, we could not resist against surging force and the mass of mob psychology. This situation is a slogan like ‘beat and quit’. The
theme in Rotary is dimensionally different from it, so I dont vaguely like to make a theme. I know you can not understand it. Of course
I understand the meaning of the Rotary theme, so I finally express my theme.

It looks like a nice ring to it.

I often spoke and wrote what this theme means until now and wrote the ‘On the new Rotary year, 2009-10’ on the July Governor’s
Monthly Letter to some extent and the ‘an infant needs a discipline’ on the Governor’s Monthly Letter the New generation in September
as the New Generation month in more detail. And I will additionally write about it. At this time I was recurred to the unpleasant
memory during that war I think the way how we think and write is important for us.

As I often speak to you at the official visiting, you have heard enough that the important thing in the Rotary is a friendship and a service.
‘This is correct. How is the friendship established? A Rotarian has a good personality, of course and has a fundamental virtue, so they go
without saying to you. But these personalities may be established by the customs to speak their own opinion correctly to someone else.
I think the friendship is naturally established so that you might speak everything, hear of someone’s opinion with open mind well and
keep improvement by studying in mind. You think it is no wonder about it, but if we knew them, that war had been evaded.

I have ever made up a couple of times in England and the States and the table master perpetually spoke to me and asked the Japanese
economy, history, custom and so on. So they asked me to make a short speech and I think this type of speech custom might be
established from the family at the childhood and school education. The European junior high school and senior high school has a debate
class and the class is divided from two groups as YES or NO so that the student discusses about impromptu theme. I suppose this type
of debate and persuading technique need to live in the present society with the speech together.

We say that the human being has a fighting instinct. After the World War I, the local wars around the world have continues without
cease. We say it is no use to talk together, but I think the Rotarians around world, especially Japanese Rotarians who are weaker at
discussion and especially debate than the European and American need to talk each other and what we activate more is important thing
to make the world peace.

The numbers of papers are run out, so I will write to continue next month.
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